
PAINT-OVER-CHROME

INDIVIDUALISING AND PROTECTING  
ELECTROPLATED SURFACES
Cost pressures, weight and other conside-
rations make the automobile industry loath 
to use solid materials, particularly in the 
small car sector. 

The high-gloss chromium plating of plas-
tic components is therefore becoming an 
increasingly popular method of enhancing 
the visual impact of automotive interiors. In 
combination with Berlac’s highly-resistant 
Paint-over-Chrome clear coat systems, 
which can be coloured to any shade requi-
red, standard chrome surfaces of this type 
can now be given an individualised appea-
rance with ease. 

A vast range of effects, from precious me-
tal imitations through to an elegant black- 
chrome look, can now be generated in  
automated coating processes with no fluc-
tuations in colour or consistency. In addi-
tion, Berlac® Paint-over-Chrome clear lac-
quers ensure reliable protection from stone 
chips and corrosion for chromium-plated 
components fitted in critical exterior loca-
tions throughout the entire life of the vehicle.

YOUR ADVANTAGES  
AT A GLANCE

• Broad palette of colours and effects 
for designers: clear lacquer that can be 
coloured to any shade required, imitation 
of a wide variety of metallic and precious 
metal shades based on chromium-pla-
ting, level of gloss can be individually 
adjusted 

• Reliable and reproducible method of 
application using automated coating 
processes 

• Straightforward processing without 
pre-treatment and without any time limits 
after processing bath 

• Long-lasting top-quality metallic ap-
pearance: high resistance and adhesive 
properties remain unchanged throughout 
the entire life cycle of the product 

• Flexibility: can be processed industrially 
using energy-efficient UV curing or forced 
drying 

• Potential for functionalisation: simple 
application of logos, symbols and other 
markings via screen or pad printing 

• Complies with European automotive 
specifications
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TECHNOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION
Depending on how much wear is entailed  
by the application in question, Berlac® 
Paint-over-Chrome clear lacquers can 
be applied either as a coloured one-coat  
system or as a primer together with a top 
coat. Both PUR and durable UV systems 
with above-average chemical and physi-
cal resistance are available. The systems  
can be applied without pre-treatment  
of the galvanised surface and without  
time constraints at any time after the  
process bath to the corresponding elec-
troplated substrates.

FIELDS OF APPLICATION
In addition to interior and exterior auto- 
motive applications (fascias, trims, door 
handles, roof bars, radiator grills, etc.),  
Berlac® Paint-over-Chrome clear lac-
quers can also be used for decorative  
applications wherever high-gloss chrome- 
plated plastic components are to be vi-
sually highlighted and lastingly protected,  
for instance for sanitary fittings and do-
mestic appliances. 
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Berlac AG . Allmendweg 39
4450 Sissach . Switzerland
Phone: +41 61 976 90 10
Fax: +41 61 976 96 20
info@berlac.ch 

Lacquers and Effects berlac.ch

PRODUCT PROFILE

BERLAC AG – FOR THE DECISIVE ADDED VALUE OF YOUR PRODUCTS

We are founded in 1928, headquartered in Switzerland and a  
member of the Berlac Group, a globally-active group of companies 
specialising in the development and manufacture of top-quality 
solutions for surface coatings and the finishing of PU for various 
sectors and applications.

As an internationally leading manufacturer of premiumgrade special 
lacquers and effects for decorative applications on carbon, alumi-
nium, various plastics or metal, we supply a wide variety of industries 
such as sports & leisure, automotive, medical technology, mobile 
communications, telephony, glasses or watches and jewelry.

Substrates: different chromium-plating

Application: single-coat: PUR
two-coat: PUR / PUR or PUR / UV

Systems: 2-component PUR system
1-component UV system

Level of gloss: matt to high-gloss

Colours: unlimited palette of colours and effects (precious metal imitations, dark-chrome look, etc.)

Special properties: • direct adhesion to different electroplating
• above-average mechanical (Velcro test 10,000 cycles, Crockmeter 5,000 cycles, etc.) and chemical resistance
• very good resistance to UV and weathering
• very good flow and very good filling power
• rapid drying
• post-printing possible with screen or pad printing

OEM approval interiors: • PSA: B 15 50 50
• BMW: GS 97045-2
• Fiat : 9 / 55842 / 01
• VW : TL 226

OEM approval exteriors: • condensed water-constant climate, 240 hr as per DIN EN ISO 6270-2
• steam jet test as per PV 1503
• stone impact test with subsequent condensed water-constant climate, 240 hr
• climate change as per PV 1200
• chemical resistance as per TL 211
• Florida weathering (xenon) as per PV 3930
• car wash simulation Amtec Kistler


